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Chapter Honors 2024-25 Jury; Welcomes 2025-26 Jury
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Supporters of the Marin Civil Grand Jury gathered Tuesday evening during a chapter hosted reception at McInnis Restaurant in San Rafael to honor the outgoing 2024-25 jury and to welcome the newly empaneled 2025-26 grand jury.  The event featured music by the County Crows and also recognized the support of the Marin Superior Court Judge Mark Talamantes, Deputy County Counsel Renee Giacomini Brewer, and Heather Callan who assists the jury in the County Counsel's office. 

MCCGJA Elects New Chapter Officers
MCCGJA members elected new chapter officers, including President Spencer Sias (2019-22), Vice President Pat Shepherd (2021-23), Secretary Tom Gannon (2021-23), and Treasurer Scott Smith (2021-22). Other board members who will serve during the 2025-26 fiscal year include Massey Bambara (2024-25, 2025-26 foreperson), Trish Barrett (2023-25), Dave Bonfilio (2019-20), Janeko Bower (2017-2018), Mona Burglin (2021-22), Deborah Haase (2019-2022), Kevin Hagerty (2014-15), Bob Mayer (2023-25), Ed Schuller (2023-24, 2025-26 alternate), and Brad Sharp (2021-22).  

2024-25 Jury Ends Year With Three New Reports
Marin's 2024-25 Civil Grand Jury ended its term with the release of three new reports on the economic barriers to building new housing in Marin, lax public oversight of Marin's 62 special districts, and a follow-up report on cyber security in Marin's local governments. 
"The Worrisome Future of Marin Housing; NIMBY Resistance Takes a Back Seat to Economic Reality" recommended that the Board of Supervisors and the city councils of Marin's 11 municipalities market their building opportunities, report progress toward housing goals on a quarterly basis, implement ministerial approval for accessory dwelling units and multi-family dwellings, and step up public communications regarding constraints to housing development. The full report can be accessed at https://assets.marincounty.gov/marincounty-prod/public/2025-06/The%20Worrisome%20Future%20of%20Marin%20Housing.pdf

In its report, "Who's Minding The Store?" regarding lax oversight in special districts, the 2024-25 jury recommends that deliquent audits be completed by the Marin City Community Service District, Alto Sewer District, and the Firehouse Community Park Agency. The jury called the board of supervisors to direct the county finance department to initiate third party audits when required audits are delinquent by more than a year. It recommended that the county clerk expand its Registry of Public Agencies with current website addresses and contact information for all agencies and their governing boards. The report also focuses on the Marin Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) with recommendations that LAFCo maintain a current list of special districts it is charged with overseeing.  The jury also recommended that LAFCo complete municipal service reviews of municipalities and independent special districts every five years. The full report can be read at: https://assets.marincounty.gov/marincounty-prod/public/2025-06/Who%27s%20Minding%20the%20Store_0.pdf

"One Hand to Shake Follow-up to the 2023-2024 Grand Jury Report 'Cyber Preparedness: Are We There Yet?'" recommends that the Marin Board of Supervisors adopt a policy making the county's chief information officer accountable for cybersecurity in dependent special districts governed by members of the board of supervisors. The jury specifically recommends that the Marin County Department of Information and Systems Technology to be responsible for the Marin Transit and Marin Housing Authority’s information and security. The report calls on the Board of Supervisors to complete transitioning all County .org website domains to .gov and to promote cybersecurity more aggressively among Marin's local governments. This report is available at: https://assets.marincounty.gov/marincounty-prod/public/2025-06/One%20Hand%20to%20Shake.pdf

In all, the 2024-25 Marin Civil Grand Jury released eight reports, beginning on January 31, 2025 with a report on government responses to reports released by the 2023-24 civil grand jury.  The jury reports and responses are available at: https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/grand-jury/civil-grand-jury-reports/2024-2025-civil-grand-jury-reports

Chapter Volunteers Needed for Jury Recruitment, Training, Selection, and Continuity Projects
MCCGJA is embarking on a new year with a call for volunteers to support the chapter's recruitment, selection and training programs. Volunteers are needed to help staff a MCCGJA recruitment booth at the Marin Senior Fair on Sept. 19.  Please contact Volunteer@MCCGJA.org and tell us how you would like to help the chapter. 

 #  #  #

MCCGJA News Bulletin is published for current and former members of the Marin Civil Grand Jury to inform about current jury and chapter activities and events. Questions and story suggestions can be sent to Editor@MCCGJA.org.
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