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Jury Releases Report on First Responders

Marin's Civil Grand Jury has released a new report recommending that the county and local hospital districts expand services for responding to emergencies involving substance abuse and mental health crises. Here is the jury's summary of the report. 

Every day, police, fire, paramedics, and emergency department (ED) personnel confront societal challenges that many of us rarely face directly: substance abuse, mental health crises, violence, and homelessness. Emergency Medical Services (EMS) is the County1 agency that provides a comprehensive system that delivers health and safety services to individuals experiencing sudden illness or injury.2 EMS is under the direction of the Department of Health and Human Services and works in close collaboration with the Marin County Fire Department (Marin Fire), overseeing paramedics. Marin3 has made important strides in improving both the quality of services available to address these complex issues and the tools provided to first responders. However, the Marin County Civil Grand Jury (Grand Jury) finds the following gaps that should be closed: 
      ● Marin currently has a limited number of alternative response teams with mental health and social work expertise to assist law enforcement. Marin should have more coverage.
      ● Marin currently depends mostly upon jail and emergency departments to safely sober those publicly intoxicated by drugs or alcohol. The County has contracted sobering beds that are being underutilized by law enforcement.
      ● The Grand Jury is urging the County and the three local hospitals to implement a data exchange to monitor and document Emergency Medical Services care and patient outcomes. Timely and accurate data between EMS and the hospitals is critical to understanding how to improve services for the public and support EMS development.
      ● Finally, the County’s emergency dispatchers lack adequate backup capabilities to continue working in the event of a disaster. 

The Grand Jury reviewed a number of alternatives to improve dispatch preparedness. The following report details the need for improvements to support two constituencies: those who serve and those who are served.  Here is a link to the full report:
https://assets.marincounty.gov/marincounty-prod/public/2025-06/Marin%20County%20First%20Responders.pdf

MCCGJA Membership Elects Officers for 2025-26
The membership of the Marin Chapter of the Civil Grand Jurors Association conducted its annual meeting Thursday and the following executive officers for the 2025-2026 year: Spencer Sias, President; Pat Shepherd, Vice President; Tom Gannon, Secretary; and Scott Smith, Treasurer. The meeting attended by more than 50 participants including current, former, and incoming civil grand jurors at the McInnis Restaurant in San Rafael included a talk by Len Materman, CEO of OneShoreline on San Mateo County's initiative to consolidate and coordinate local governments' reponses to sea level.  rise. 

 #  #  #

MCCGJA News Bulletin is published for current and former members of the Marin Civil Grand Jury to inform about current jury and chapter activities and events. Questions and story suggestions can be sent to Editor@MCCGJA.org.
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