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By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com

Another $1 million is being set aside to help
cover the expenses of low-income Marin residents
who test positive for COVID-19 and need to quar-
antine.

On Tuesday, Marin County supervisors ap-
proved the allocation of another $750,000 to un-
derwrite the costs of isolating low-income Marin
residents, many of whom are Latino and live in
crowded living conditions with extended fami-
lies or others.

The Marin Community Foundation announced
Tuesday that it is also providing another $250,000
grant for the same purpose.

“This innovative program is a classic double-
win,” said Thomas Peters, chief executive of the
foundation. “It helps essential workers and their
families struggling with dual medical and eco-
nomic pressures, while it also makes a significant
public health contribution to the well being of our
entire community.”

This is the third round of quarantine relief for
Marin County and the foundation. In early June,
they each contributed $50,000 for relief payments.

Another $500,000 from the county and
$250,000 from the foundation was earmarked in
July. Marin County is counting on getting reim-
bursed by the state and federal governments for
its contributions.

The Marin Healthcare District initiated the
idea.

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Funding
infused
to virus
battle
County, foundation allot
$1M to promote isolation

By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com

The San Rafael City Council has agreed to move
forward with a plan to loosen the city’s affordable
housing requirement.

Under the proposal, developers would be re-
quired to sell or rent 10% of units in new housing
projects at below-market rates, down from the cur-
rent 20% requirement for large projects.

The council told city staff on Monday to create
a draft ordinance that would codify the change.
The ordinance will require approval from the city
Planning Commission and a subsequent vote by
the council.

Council members said cutting the affordable
housing requirement by half could help entice de-
velopers who might find it too expensive to build
in San Rafael. That could speed up the produc-
tion of new housing in the city, said Vice Mayor
Kate Colin.

“We have to move the needle,” Colin said.

SAN RAFAEL

City to loosen
affordable ratio
at housing sites
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Republicans are charging
ahead to confirm the presi-
dent’s pick to succeed Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. PAGE A8

SUPREME COURT

Senate vote on nominee
planned before election

The Fish and Game Commis-
sion will study yucca plant
safeguards to ease climate
and habitat threats. PAGE A6

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

State takes step toward
Joshua tree protections

By Jocelyn Gecker and
Juliet Williams
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO » The Uni-
versity of California “inap-
propriately admitted” at least
64 wealthy, mostly white stu-
dents over the past six years
as “favors to donors, family,
and friends,” according to an
audit released Tuesday that
found hundreds more ques-
tionable cases of students ac-
cepted to the top UC schools.

Among them were a stu-
dent whose family was
friends with a member of the
Board of Regents, the child of
a major donor and an appli-
cant who babysat for a col-
league of a former admis-

sions director, according to
the report from the Califor-
nia State Auditor.

“This is a significant prob-

lem that the university needs
to deal with,” State Auditor
Elaine Howle said in a tele-
phone interview. “Let’s hope

this isn’t occurring across
the country, or at other uni-
versities in California. But it
is very concerning.”

The audit examined ad-
missions policies and prac-
tices over the six academic
years from 2013-2014 to
2018-2019 at four of the UC’s
nine campuses — UCLA, UC
Berkeley, UC San Diego and
UC Santa Barbara.

Auditors found that at
least 22 applicants were
falsely designated as stu-
dent-athlete recruits “be-
cause of donations from or
as favors to well-connected
families.” These students
“had little or no athletic
skills,” Howle said.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Auditor: System favored connected

BEN MARGOT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

The University of California at Berkeley and three other UC
campuses were faulted for improper admissions in a report
by the state auditor.

By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com

Marin lacks a compre-
hensive plan for how com-
munities will adapt to cli-
mate change impacts, the
civil grand jury concluded
in a new report.

In its report, titled “Cli-
mate Change: How Will
Marin Adapt?,” the grand
jury says local governments
have done “outstanding
work on climate change,” es-
pecially in reducing green-
house gas emissions and
identifying sea-level rise
vulnerability. However,
the county lacks a central-
ized strategy to prevent the
causes of and adapt to cli-
mate change impacts such
as rising sea levels, stress-
ors to public health and so-
cioeconomic changes, the re-
port said.

“Most of Marin’s munic-
ipalities do not yet know
how to approach this diffi-
cult task,” the report states.
“The adaptation planning
process needs a reboot.”

To change this, the grand
jury recommends a “Marin
climate adaptation task
force” be formed to draft a
strategy that covers the en-
tire county. The panel would
include local government of-
ficials from all cities and the
county, other agencies and
representatives from under-
served communities.

“By committing to a more
collaborative approach,
Marin will be better pre-
pared for the difficult cli-
mate change challenges that
lie ahead,” the report states.
“The cost of addressing cli-
mate change could be enor-
mous. The cost of doing it
haphazardly could be even
greater.”

The report, released on
Sept. 11, also recommends the
creation of the new county
“office of sustainability and
resilience” to implement and
secure funding to both pre-
vent climate change impacts
and adapt to them. The new
office would be staffed by ex-
isting and new employees
working on climate change.

The office would also over-
see securing grant funding,
which the grand jury argues
will be more effective with a
countywide strategy in place.

The grand jury calls on
the county, Marin’s 11 cities
and towns, the Marin Munic-
ipal Water District, MCE, the
Marin General Services Au-
thority and the Transporta-
tion Authority of Marin to re-
spond within 90 days.

County Administrator

Matthew Hymel said offi-
cials look forward to review-
ing the grand jury’s recom-
mendations to help inform
their next steps to address
the climate crisis.

“Despite some early suc-
cesses, like reducing emis-
sions to 20 percent below
1990 levels by 2012 (eight
years ahead of schedule),
there is much work to do,”
Hymel wrote in a statement.

ENVIRONMENT

Watchdog calls on county
to ‘reboot’ climate strategy

ALAN DEP — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

The solar farm at the Cooley Quarry in Novato supplies
electricity to MCE, formerly known as Marin Clean Energy.

SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

The Marin County Civil Grand Jury is urging the creation of a countywide “climate adaptation task force” to address rising
seas and other threats. Above, a rower and a coach boat off the Marin shore near San Quentin State Prison on Tuesday.
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NOVATO

Police department
restores lobby hours

The Novato Police De-
partment has reopened
its front lobby to the pub-
lic after being closed for
COVID-19 restrictions.

The department at 909
Machin Ave. will be open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Thurs-
day.

Residents can still call
in emergencies at 911 and
non-emergencies 415-897-
4361.

SAN ANSELMO

Road work planned
along boulevard

Torkers will be grind-
ing asphalt on a section
of Sir Francis Drake Bou-
levard next week to pre-
pare the road for a slurry
seal project later this fall.

A total of 4,244 square
feet of roadway will be re-
paired Monday and Tues-
day between Butterfield
Road and San Anselmo
Avenue.

Maggiora & Ghi-
lotti has been hired on
a $63,472 contract to do
the job.

More aid offered for
strapped businesses

The San Anselmo
Chamber of Commerce
and the San Anselmo
Community Foundation
are accepting applica-
tions for a second round
of small business reopen-
ing or recovery grant.

The chamber was
able to raise more funds
than there were applica-
tions for the first round of
$1,000 grants. The cham-
ber has already provided
more than $40,000 in
support for businesses af-
fected by the coronavirus
pandemic.

Applications for the
second round of grants
must be mailed to San
Anselmo Community
Foundation, P.O. Box
2844, San Anselmo, CA
94979. Applications must
be postmarked on or be-
fore Oct. 15.

More information is
available at 415-233-7464
or destinationsanan-
selmo.com.

ELECTIONS

Forum on Prop. 15
slated for next week

The Coalition of Sen-
sible Taxpayers is host-
ing an online forum next
week with participants
for and against Proposi-
tion 15.

Prop. 15, also known
as the Schools and Com-
munities First Initiative,
would create a split roll
property tax system and
spend the revenue in-
crease on education and
other public services.

The forum participants
will include Ben Grieff for
the proposition and Tino
Rossi against it. Coalition
director Mimi Willard
will moderate.

The event is set for 4
p.m. Monday. Registra-
tion and additional de-
tails are online at bit.
ly/2FRaelk.

In your town
Send us your news: Email news items from Marin’s cit-
ies and towns to localnews@marinij.com or mail them to
City Desk, Marin Independent Journal, 4000Civic Center
Drive, Suite 301, San Rafael, CA 94903.
Send us your photos: Send photos to photos@marinij.
com and include your name, phone number and some
details about the photo.

EAST WESTSOUTH

Mercury 9:05 am 7:56 pm
Venus 3:35 am 5:16 pm
Mars 8:21 pm 9:08 am
Jupiter 3:30 pm 1:04 am
Saturn 3:58 pm 1:42 am

Best viewing times for today:
1. Venus: 6:30 a.m. 2. Mars:
8:35 p.m. 3. Jupiter: 8:35 p.m.
4. Saturn: 8:35 p.m. 5. Mercury:
7:35 p.m.

Tonight’s moon is located against
the center of the galaxy, which lies
about 26,000 light years behind it.
In that direction is the heart of our
Milky Way, where a supermassive
black hole resides - safely far away
from us, but having a mass 3 mil-
lion times that of the sun.
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First Full Last New

SKYWATCH

The planets
Rise Set

The sky

Source: Morrison Planetarium

The moon

Cumulative coronavirus data as of Tuesday for Marin
County. The first Marin case was reported March 8.
Confirmed cases: 4,380(+7)
Deaths: 88
Tests performed: 77,847
Current hospitalizations: 8
Total hospitalizations: 147
Recovered: 4,099
Source: Marin County Health and Human Services

Marin coronavirus update

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER.

“Parking in front of
your house is on the top 10
things that people get sur-
prisingly passionate about,”
Schwarz said. “And so this
program has folks who
love it and folks who hate
it among the residents.”

Riviera Circle resident
Madeline Fendler said she
is opposed to the program,
saying the proposed fee is
too steep and discussions
should be postponed until
in-person school is back.

Fendler said there are
signs that already limit
parking around the school

to 20 minutes. Enforcement
is the responsibility of Cen-
tral Marin police and the
school.

“In my opinion this is a
policing issue, for which we
already pay taxes,” she said.
“Why can’t our police just
have a presence here for a
half an hour during these
mentioned problematic in-
fractions of the law?”

Riviera Circle resident
Bob Rosenfeld said that he
wants to be included in the
pilot program. He said be-
cause his home is located
near the entrance of the
school, students often rush
to and from their cars dur-
ing lunchtime.

“Once they park on cam-
pus, they cannot leave,”

Rosenfeld said. “That is en-
couraging them to park in
front of our house so that
they can go out to lunch. On
their 37-minute lunch, the
lunch is so short that they
rush. We’ve seen cars still
in motion with kids jump-
ing in and out of them.”

Vice Mayor Kevin Haroff
said the council will have
to wait until spring to see
if the pilot program is suc-
cessful because schools are
teaching students remotely
because of the pandemic.

“I don’t have a strong
feeling about it one way or
the other personally,” Ha-
roff said. “But I do recog-
nize the fact that we’re go-
ing into a school year that
is unlike any other that

we’ve ever seen.”
Mayor Catherine Way

said she is glad the resolu-
tion gives the city the op-
tion to add and subtract ar-
eas from the program be-
cause the pandemic has
removed the anticipated
baseline to determine mak-
ing the program perma-
nent.

“We are in an unusual
time where much of this
program has been tested in
a time when students aren’t
on campus,” Way said. “And
we don’t know how that
variable might change once
they’re all back. That might
be in that spring when
more of the campus popu-
lation has automobile and
driver’s licenses.”

Parking
FROM PAGE 3

San Rafael is struggling
to meet a state-mandated
quota, known as the Re-
gional Housing Needs As-
sessment, that asks the city
to approve and issue permits
for 1,007 new residences be-
tween 2015 and 2023. The
city has issued permits for
just 242 units so far, accord-
ing to a recent city report.

Colin said the city’s regu-
lations might be getting in
the way.

“We realize that we might
have unintended barriers,”
she said.

The proposal provides
some flexibility for projects
with more than 15 units. At
least 5% of the residences
would have to be sold or
rented at low-income rates,
but developers would then
choose one of several options
to satisfy the affordable re-
quirement. Those options in-

clude offering an additional
5% of the units at low-in-
come rates; offering an ad-
ditional 10% at moderate-in-
come rates; creating afford-
able housing on a separate
site within a half-mile of the
project; or paying the city a
fee equal to 5% of the total
units. The fees would go into
a city fund that helps pay for
affordable housing projects.

For projects with two to
15 homes, developers would
have to offer 10% of the res-
idences at low-income rates.

The proposal represents
a complete overhaul of the
city’s current policy, which
requires that 20% of homes
be sold or rented at below-
market rates in develop-
ments with 21 or more resi-
dences, 15% in projects with
11 to 20 homes and 10% in
projects with 10 or fewer
homes.

Bill Carney, president of
the advocacy group Sustain-
able San Rafael, is recom-
mending that the city lower
the affordable requirement

to 15% of units, rather than
dropping it down to 10%.

“We are concerned that
cutting affordable housing
requirements in half is ex-
cessive, and will result in
fewer units, delayed delivery
and more segregated devel-
opment,” Carney wrote in a
letter to the council.

Carney also urged city of-
ficials to review the afford-
able housing requirement
on an annual basis to assess
whether the changes, if ap-
proved, are helpful.

“The city should clearly
identify the metrics it will
use to evaluate the perfor-
mance of the revised re-
quirements in meeting San
Rafael’s growing need for
housing in general, and af-
fordable workforce housing
in particular,” Carney wrote.

Councilman John Gamb-
lin said he’s willing to still
consider a 15% requirement.

“We’re not locked in,”
Gamblin said.

Colin said she agreed with
the suggestion for an annual

review of the policy.
The council also agreed

on Monday to move for-
ward with a proposal for re-
ducing the responsibilities
assigned to the city’s De-
sign Review Board in order
to speed up the application
process for housing develop-
ers. The five-member board
provides feedback to devel-
opers on design elements of
both commercial and hous-
ing projects, but the process
sometimes requires several
meetings.

The proposal, which will
require the council’s ap-
proval, calls for restructur-
ing the board as a “design
review advisory committee”
on a trial basis. During the
trial, the committee would
weigh in on projects after
the Planning Commission,
rather than before it, and
would include fewer mem-
bers. Committee meetings
would follow public noticing
procedures and would allow
for public input, according to
a city report.

Housing
FROM PAGE 1

“We have worked hard with
our cities, towns, and many
other partners to develop
an integrated approach to-
ward climate change plan-
ning, adaptation and miti-
gation.”

The grand jury states the
new sustainability office
would address “shortcom-
ings” it found in the coun-
ty’s existing climate strat-
egy.

The county does have
staff in its Community De-
velopment and Public Works
departments working on
sea-level rise adaptation,
but many of them are de-
pendent on grant funding
that will expire in the next
year, the grand jury states.

“As a consequence of the
COVID-19 pandemic, fund-
ing for these positions may
have become even more pre-
carious,” the report states.

A model that Marin could
use is San Mateo’s Office of
Sustainability, formed in
2014, the report states.

“What the Marin County
government needs is an
overarching leadership
structure that would coor-
dinate the climate-related
efforts not only in the De-
partment of Public Works
and the Community De-
velopment Agency, but also
in Health and Human Ser-
vices, Parks, Agriculture,
and all other departments

affected by climate change,”
the report states.

The departments also
don’t have the authority to
direct climate change mit-
igation efforts, but rather
rely more on informal col-
laboration, the report states.

The Health and Human
Services Department does
not have a position focused
full-time on the health risks
of climate change, the grand
jury states, such as warmer
temperatures, air pollution,
natural disasters that could
release hazardous materi-
als, marine toxins and more
vector-borne disease, the re-
port states.

In addition to the new
office, the grand jury rec-
ommends an expansion of
the Marin Climate and En-
ergy Partnership and Marin
Flood Control and Water
Conservation District to

oversee countywide green-
house gas reduction and
sea-level rise adaptation.

Douglas Mundo, execu-
tive director of the Multi-
cultural Center of Marin
and co-director of Shore Up
Marin, supports a central-
ized approach and funding
strategy. The Canal neigh-
borhood in San Rafael,
where the center is based,
already faces flooding is-
sues that would become
worse through the century
unless defenses are in place.

Mundo said climate
change must be recognized
as a human issue that is put-
ting communities across the
state at risk.

“We definitely need to
work together to find the
best solutions to respond to
the issue in a very collective
way and with one vision in
mind: how to protect Marin

County, how to protect the
Bay Area and how to protect
the world against sea-level
rise,” he said.

Sustainable San Rafael
president Bill Carney said
the report’s call for a con-
certed countywide effort to
confront climate change is
“exactly what we need.”

“The county and, in fact,
all of the jurisdictions need
to come together and sup-
port Drawdown Marin,
which has been happening
for the last two years in im-
plementing its goals of cli-
mate resilience but also of
reaching zero net green-
house gas emissions by
2045,” Carney said.

Including input from
both the public and private
sector is critical to success-
fully addressing climate
change, Carney said.

However, Mundo said he
also recognizes that various
communities have their own
priorities and that a central-
ized funding source could
lead to disagreements.
Mundo argues the funding
should be immediately in-
vested in defenses for com-
munities, housing and busi-
nesses at risk of being inun-
dated by sea level rise.

“We won’t be able to
please everybody,” Mundo
said. “We still have people
that don’t believe in climate
change and sea-level rise
and we need to work with
them as well.”

A copy of the grand jury
report can be found online
at bit.ly/33TEsfx

Climate
FROM PAGE 1
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Crews perform emergency construction on a wall along
Highway 37in Novato in the aftermath of severe flooding in
2017.

In May, the district al-
located $10,000 for a pro-
gram to supplement the in-
come of senior care center
workers and other health
care workers who test posi-
tive for the virus. Since then,
the district has set aside an
additional $40,000 in assis-
tance.

Despite the $900,000
spent on quarantine sup-
port to date, Marin County
Assistant Administrator
Angela Nicholson told su-
pervisors on Tuesday the
money is expected to run
out in a matter of weeks.

Nicholson said she ex-
pected the $1 million ear-
marked on Tuesday to be
sufficient to keep the pro-
gram going through De-
cember.

“We have a burn rate
of about $50,000 a week,”
Nicholson said.

Supervisor Kate Sears
said given the rate at which
the county is spending
money on COVID-19 disas-
ter relief, “I’m very happy to
see that we do have this tra-
jectory to get to the end of

the year with these dollars.”
Nicholson said that the

county has issued 493 quar-
antine relief payments av-
eraging $1,397 per bene-
fit. Under the program, in-
fected people who agree to
quarantine for 14 days can
receive $1,000. If more than
one person in a family tests
positive, the family can re-
ceive a maximum benefit of
$1,500.

The county is relying
on recipients to keep their
pledge to quarantine. They
aren’t required to sign a
contract.

“People care about their
health and the health of
their families,” said Omar
Carrera, CEO of Canal Al-
liance. Carrera said those
who really want to continue
working aren’t going to get
tested in the first place.

Under certain circum-
stances, payments are au-
thorized before a person
who has been tested re-
ceives the results. Nicholson
said that is allowed if the
person awaiting the results
holds a job with a high risk
of transmission and lives in
a crowded household where
someone else has tested pos-
itive.

Nicholson said awarding

payments early was partic-
ularly important back in
July, when it was sometimes
taking 10 to 14 days to get
test results back. She said
test results are now usu-
ally available within two to
three days.

The grants from the
Marin Community Founda-
tion have been vital, Nichol-
son said, since that money
can be used for early benefit
payments without the worry
that the state or federal gov-
ernment will disallow reim-
bursement because a test re-
sult wasn’t secured first.

So far, $152,000 has been
distributed to quarantined
recipients who received re-
lief payments prior to get-
ting test results; $536,700
has been distributed to res-
idents who isolated after
testing positive.

Nicholson told supervi-
sors the county is partner-
ing with Canal Alliance and
North Bay Community Ser-
vices to ensure it is provid-
ing culturally competent
services and getting the
money to the people who
need it the most.

Carrera said, “These
funds will allow us to build
trust and communicate that
it’s OK to stay home and iso-

late because we’re going to
be able to support you.”

To date, 70% of Marin’s
COVID-19 cases have been
among the county’s Latino
population, but not long ago
Latinos accounted for 80%
of the cases. Due to low pay,
many Latinos have had to
continue working through-
out the pandemic and live in
crowded conditions.

“There is improvement.
The numbers are telling us
that,” Carrera said. “My only
concern is we’ve also seen
some reduction in testing
participation.”

Nicholson said, “We’re
definitely seeing a decrease
in the number of people get-
ting tested in Marin, includ-
ing among people in the Ca-
nal.”

She gave several possi-
ble explanations. She said
some Canal residents might
assume that once they test
negative for the disease they
don’t need further testing.
She said people may also
be concerned that their em-
ployer will be notified if they
test positive, placing their
job at risk.

“We’re trying to assess
what the concerns are,” she
said, “and address them as
quickly as possible.”

Relief
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